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> Suppoſe the Pamphlet which 
93? you ſent me, was deſigned 
MG ratber to let me ſee the Im- 
Ps pudence of this Licentious 

To tu Ape, thanto draw me into 
the Impertinence of Anſwering it. T be 
Lameneſs of the Style, the Senſe, and the 
Coberence, but eſpecially the Weakneſs of 
phat bs calls Arguments, make me aſba- 
med to deal with ſuch an Adverſary. Tet 

in running it over, I could not. but obſerve 
thi one Confeſſion : It is not the Dignity 7. 8, 
of the Biſhops , their Lordſhips and '* 
Revenues ; Ir is not their Cathedrals, 
Organs, and their Divine Service in 
what State and Magnificence they 
pleaſe ; It is not Common-Prayer , no 
nor any Ceremony of the Church 
whatſoever for all its fignificancy, if it 
A-.2 be 


(4) 


be but a circumſtance of W orſhip,and 


no more, that could hinder moſt of the 
Sober Nonconformiſts to come oyer to 


you; but itis theſe Declarations, Sub: 


{criptions, and Oaths which you im- 
poſe on them in your As. 

Now, though I think it no bard matte 
to make it appear, T bat theſe Declarati 
ons, Subſcriptions, and Oaths, -contii 
nothing in them but what is abſolutely: 
ceſſary to the Safety of the Church 4 


State; and that thoſe men who refuſe 


make ſuch Acknowledgments and Engye- 
ments,are utterly unfit to be intruſted wi 
the Cure of Souls,and the Office of Preach: 
mg-to the People ; which, like other ge! 
things, as it i excellent in the ſe, ſou 
no leſs dangerous in the Abuſe: 1 et ſip 


| poſzng, for once.that theſe Oaths aud Sub- 


ſcriptions were as unlawful, as they was 


bave the World believe ; What 5 166 i 
zhoſe 


[ 
| 
| 


C5) 
thoſe that are not required to Subſcribe 


ir Swear ? Is not this a plain Acknow- 


hdgement ,: that notwithſtanding all theſe 


Clamors againſt the Governors, and the 
Ceremonies of the Church , yet there 1 11- 
deed no juſt ground of ſeparating from. et- 
ther, nce 0 Swearing or Subſcription * 
is required of the Multitude ,- of which 
they ſo. much boaſt, aud whoſe. Cauſe they 
pretend-to-plegd 2 Of theſe, by their. own 
Confeſſion; as many as. are Judicious. and 
Sober, may come over and Conform : $0 
that we bave onely a few FaGious Men 
C that call themſelves Miniſters ) that 
make all this Noiſe ; as if for their ſakes, 
the Kino and ParLiamenT muſt unde 
all that they have done, for the Reſtoring 
of Religion and good Order in the Church, 
and preſerving Peace in the State : and 
vecauſe the City and the Ships have been , , 
ately burnt, theſe Men that are well 
__ chilled. 


| | (6) 
[ Skilled in blowing Coals, muſt have ley 


| to ſet the whole Kingdom in a Flang, 

| | _ The Worthy Gentlemen of your Houſe 
| will, I bope, confsder this : Which that mu 
| may not look upon only as an unwary wy] 
| dropt from a looſe Pen, I ſhall add,for Cop 
firmation, what I long fince obſerved ina 
Book written by a great Rabbie of thi 
Tribe, under the Title of Five Diſputs 
tions of Church-Government, and 
W orſhip : Printed at London, 1659, 
| A time, when be could bave but ſmal 
| encouragement to ſay more than be thought 
in this matter. 
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>a Hoſe Modes or Circumſtances of Worſhip, Diſp. 4; 


»E- determined by God iz Specie, are left by 

R God to humane Prudential Determina- 

332 tion : (elſe an Impoſhibility ſhould be ne- 

ceſlary.) But many ſuch there are, that 

are Neceſlary i Genere, but left undetermined of God 

in Specie ; therefore many ſuch are left to humane Pru- 
dential Determination. 


8 which areNeceſlary iz Genere,but left un- o, 361. 


F-5 Yet it is nthe Power of man to determine of Dif. 5. 
luch Modes and Circumſtatices/ as are necefary. to the 7 40c+- 


pertormance 


— 
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P. 400, 


Þ, 401. 


I bid, 


P., 423, 


ted in his Word : and therefore lawful Go 


(3) 


performance of that Worſhip which God hath 


nſtity. 
in ſuch Caſes bind us by their Conimands, "7 


x. It 1sleft to humane Determination, what 2! 
Publick Aﬀemblies ſhall be held in. 


-, 


2. Ibis lkft to man.toidetermine of the-T be Ho- 


ly Duties, except only where God hath determined of 


It already. 


3. It is left to the Determination of humane Pry. 


dence, what Utenſils to employ. about the Publ 
Worſhip of God. * Fe . CI 


Here therefore we muſt thus conclude, 

I. That every miſordering of ſuch great affairz, j; 
the fin of them that do it. 

2, But yet that the Subject is not exempted from 
Obedience by eyery ſuch miſtake of the Governor: but 


_ by ſome,he1s. . 


P. 424+ 


$. 67. If the miſchooſing of ſuch Circumſtances, by 
Chturch-Governors, be but an Inconvenience, and dy 
not deſtroy the Ordinance it ſelf, or fruſtrate the End 
of it, we are to obey: 1. For he 1s the Judge of hi 
own work, and not we. - 2. The thing is not (inkil 
though inconvenient. 3, Obedience is commandedty 
our lawful Governors. | 


we muſt obey in all things lawful, 


And when we do obey ina Caſe of Miſcommanding 
it is not a doing evil, that good may come of it, 
ſome do miſconceive : but it 1s only a ſubmitting to tix 
which isill commanded, but not Evil im him that -doth 
ſubmit; Tt is the Determinerthav'i9 the cauſe of the 


INCON- 
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convenience, and not the Obeyer. Nor 1s it incon- 
yenjent for WETO Obty; thokglrit be worle perha 's to 
him that Commandeth, | While: he finucth in Com 
manding, be may make it my Dury to Obey, 


0. b, Diſi, As V/e mult ditlipguith botwecn Ceremo» P. 396, 
| niesimpoled by 4l Lawful ilagiſtratc, or Church-Gover= 


mort; and fuch' as are impuled* by UOjurpers; or Men 
without Authority. Cent 


4.25. Prop. 12. It may be very (rnful ito command ©: 393. 


" me Ceremonies, which may lawfully, yea, muſt in Duty be 
wed by the Subj. F when they are command” d, 

q, 27, Frop. 14. Tet certain things that aye commonly 
ralled Ceremonies, may lawfuily be uſed in the Chureh upon 
Hynane Impoſition 5 and when it is not againſt the Law of 
God, no perſon ſhould obey the Commands of their Laws 
fulGovernors in ſuch things, 


of Set-Forms , and the Book of 


Common-Prayer. 
Prop, 1. A Stinted Liturgy 1s in it ſelf Lawful, mY 
2, A Stinted Liturgy in ſome parts of Publick þ_ 


Holy Service, 1s ordinarily neceſlary, 

$. In the parts where it is not of Neceflity, it may 
not only be ſubmitted to, but defired , When 
the Peace of the Church requireth it. 


7. The fafcſt way of Compoſing ſuch a Publick 7. 35 9. 


Form,is,to take it all, for Matter and Words. 
_ outof the Holy Scriptures, 
8, Yet is not this of ſuch Neceſſity, but that we 
way joyn in it, or ule it, if the Form of 
Words be not from Scripture, 


B Prop. 1. 


P4. 


vQ 
Us 


x 
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Prop. T. A Stinted Liturgy i 
in it ſelf L awful. 


This is thus proved : 


Is. 


Argument 1. That which is not direFly , gy 0G 
quentially forbidden by God, remaineth lawful: A flint 
Liturgy is not dire@ly,or conſequentially forbidden by Gag: 
therefore it remgainet/) lawful, | 
The Major 8undoubted, becauſe nothing butaP;,, 
d hibition can make a thing unlawful. $72 js 4 Franſre 
| fron of a Law : where there is no Law, there js 19 Try 
greſſzon : And yet I have heard very Reverend nay 
ſwer this, That it is enough that it 3s not communi 
though not forbidden, Which is plainly to deny bat 
Scripture and Civil Principles. 
2 >61, Now for the Minor, That a ſtinted Liturgy is at fir- 
* bidden, we need no other proof, than that no Priti 
{4 bition can be produced. 
P,364. Argument 6. If it be lawful for the People to i 
| ſtinted form of words in Publick Prayer, then is it in i 
| ſelf lawful for the Paſtors © but it is lawful for tht: 
ple: for the Paſtors prayer (which they muſtpry 
over with him, and not only hear It ) 1s a ſtinted Form 


ms euouOc www» il. aac © wi. ca © 


| to-them, even as much as if he had learnt it out df : 
Book. They are to follow him 1n his method and 
x words, as if 1t were a Book-prayer. | 

þ Argum. 7. It is lawful to uſe a Form in Preaching: 


therefore a ſtinted Liturgy is lawful, | 
x. Becauſe Preaching is a part,of that-Liturgy. 
2. Becauſe the reaſon is the fame for Frayer,s for 

that, in the main, 


(11) 

Argument 8. That which hath been the pradice of 
C's Church in Scripture-times, and down to this day, and 

zet the praftice of almoſt all the Churches of Chriſt 
rth, is not like to be unlawful : but ſuch is the uſe 
ye tinted forms of Publick Service : therefore, 
That it was ſo in the Jews Church; and approved by 
Chriſt;] have ſhewed. That it hath been of ancient 
uſe in the Church ſince Chriſt, and is at this day in uſe 
in Africk, Aſia, Enrope , even among the Reformed 
Churches in France, Holland, Geneva, &c. 1s fo well 
known , that I think I need not ſtand to prove it : yea, 
thoſe few that ſeem to diſuſe it, do yet ule 1t,in Pja/ms, 
and other parts of Worſhip, 


As for the Commen-Prayer it elf, Inever rejected it p, 41. 
becauſe jt was a Form, nor thought it ſimply unlawful 
becauſe it was ſuch a Form 5 but have made ule of it, 
and would do again 1n the like caſe. 


Of Ceremonies. 


The Ceremonies controverted among us, were eſpe- P. 409. 
cially , he Swrplice, the Geſture of Kneeling in recei- 
ving the Lords Supper , the Ring in Marriage, Laying the 
hand on the Book in taking an Oath, the Organs and 


Ctarco-Muſick,, Holy-dayes, Altars, Rails, and the Croſs 
I; Bapiiſm, 


Of the Surplice. 


Some decent Habit | is neceſſary z either the Magi- 
[trate, or the Miniſter himſelf.or the Aflociated Paſtors 


B 2 muſt 


P. 409. 
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P, 417, 
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muſt determine what,” I think neither Magigeas. . 
Synod ſhould do. any more than hinder 1 ke Þ 
But yet if they do niore, and tye all to 0: Hair 
{uppoſe it were an undecent Habit ) yet this is bye 

7mprudent uſe of Power, It isa thing within the Ma. 
giſtrates reach 3 he doth not an alien? work, bu hi 
own work amils : and therefore the 'thing in j 

being lawful , I would obey hims, and uſe that garment 
it I conld not be diſpenſed with. Yea, though Second, 


rily the Whitexeſs be to ſignifie Purity, and & i þ Þ- 


made a teaching fign, yet would | obey. 


of Kneeling at the Sacrament. 


But yet, as ſinfully as this Geſture was impoſed, fy 
my part 1 did obey the Impoſers,, and: would 'd, if 
were to do again, rather than diſturb the Peace th 
Church, or be deprived of its Communion, 'ForGgl 
having made ſome Geſtxre neceflary, and confined m; 
to none, but left it to Humane Determination, [ ſl 
ſubmit to Magiſtrates mitheir proper. work, even win 
they mils it in the manner. Iam not fure that Chnl 
intended the example of himfelf and his Apoltls, x 
obligatory to us that ſhall ſucceed. I am fureit prows 
ſitting lawful 5 but 1 am not ſure that it proves It mas 
ry.: (though very convenient.) But Fam ſure;he luti 
commaniaed me Obedience and Peace, 


OF the Ring in Marriage. 


And for the Ring in Marriage , I ſee no realont 
P. 41r; ſcruplethe {lawfnlneſs of it: For though the Papilt 


make a Satrament of ' Marriage, yet we have no _ | 


&2 a.5S 


_r -— 


5.522 5 > 
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otake it for any Ordinance of Divine Worſhip 3 any 
nore than the folemnizing of a Contract between 
\Prince and People. All things are ſanctified and pure 


tothe pure. 


Of Organs and Church Muſick. 


And for Organs, or other Inſtriments of Muſich in ©: 477. 
Gods Worthip, they being a Help partly Natural , and 


I - partly Artificral, to the exhilarating of the ſpirits, for 


the praiſe of God, I know no argument to prove them 
fimply unlawful, but what would prove'a Cp of Wire 
onlawful, or the 1172 and meeter, and melody of linging 


unlawful, 
4 | Of Holy-dayes. 


Nor for my part do make any ſcruple * to keep a £412,413» 
Day in Remembrance of any eminent ſervant of Sf 7 260 
Chriſt, or Martyr, to praiſe God for their Doctrine or £74 3 

? JT, OP For Conve- 
Example, and honour their Memorial. viency is ac- 

But the hardeſt part of the Queltion is, /Vhether it be cording to 
lawful to keep adayer, in celebrating the memorial of ſeveral acci- 
Chriſts Nativity, Circumciſion, Faſting, Transfiguration, dents. 
dſccnſon, and ſuch like ? 

And yet for all this I am reſolved,if I live where ſuch ?. 416. 
Holy-dayes as theſe are obſerved,to cenſure no man for 
ooferving them 3 nor would I deny them Liberty to fol- 
low their judgments, if Thad the power of their Liber- 
csz provided they uſe not reproach and violence to 


Others , and ſeek not to deprive them of their Li- 
<tties, 


Yea 


P. 417. 


Tb;d. 


Ibid. 


P.401,402, 
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Yea more, I would not only give men their]. 
In this, but if I lived under a Government thar per 
ptorily commanded it,] would obſerve the outward eg 
of ſucha Holy-day, and I would preach on it, and 
with the Ailemblies in Gods Worſhip on it. Ye 
would thus obſerve the day, rather than offend a wel 
Brother, or hinder any mans ſalvation, much m 


( 
ther then I would make any divitton in the Chuck q 


Y Of Altars, and Ratls. 


And for the next Ceremony, the Name and form fv 
Altar ; no doubt it isa thing indifferent, whether the 
Taovle {tand this way, or that way : and the Prinitye 
Churches uſed commonly the names of Sacrifice, 
Altar, and Prieſt, and [ think, lawfully : for my pr [ 
ſhall not be he that (hall condemn them, 

I conceive that the diſlike of theſe things in Era 
(the form and name of an Altar,and the Rails about 
was not as if they were imply evil. 

Whether we {hall receive the Lords Supper ataTz 
ble, or in our ſeats; and whether the-Table ſhall be d 
wood or ſtone ? whether 1t ſhall be round, or long, cr 
ſquare whether it ſhall ſtand in the Eaſt or Weltznl 
ot the Temple, or in the middle ? whether it ſhall lure 


Rails, or no Rails ? All thele are left ' to humane pre | 


dence. 
Of the Croſs in Baptiſm. 


But of all our Ceremonies, there is none that] wie 
more ſuſpedted to be ſimply unlawful, than the Croſs # 
Baptiſ/i, 


_ 


'e 


C15) 
Yet darel not peremptorily ſay,that it is unlawful : nor P,418, 
will | condemn either Ancients or Moderns that uje it : nor 
will I »2ake any diſturbance in the Church about it, more 
then my own forbearance will make. 
I preſume not to cenſure them that judge it lawful ; 
but only give the reaſons that make me doubt, and ra- 
ther think it to be unlawful, though (till with a ſuſpition 
of my own underſtanding, and a love and honour to 
dillenters, 


+. Ambroſ.contr. Symmach. 


Unuſquiſque patienter ferat, ſi non extorqueatur Impe- 


raori, quod moleſte ferret, ſi ei extorquere cuperet Inpe- 
rator, 


